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Abstract

The New Islamic Civilization, as the ultimate ideal of the Islamic
Revolution, cannot be realized without the structured and purposeful
presence of the clergy within the governing system. The central issue
of this study is to develop an operational model for clerical participation
in governance that resolves the apparent tension between their intrinsic
mission (guidance, education, and scholarly authority) and
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jurisprudential sources, narrations, the conduct of the Infallibles, and
the thought of the leaders of the Islamic Revolution, the study addresses
how seminary scholars can participate in governance without
weakening their religious mission. The findings indicate that limiting
the clergy’s role to guidance contradicts rational principles, Qur’anic
verses, narrations, and the practice of the Infallibles. The evolution of
Imam Khomeini’s view—from initial restraint to the necessity of
clerical involvement—and Ayatollah Khamenei’s emphasis on active
yet limited participation suggest no inherent contradiction, provided
executive roles remain temporary and necessary. The study proposes a
three-layered model—*“strategic-permanent,” “supervisory-guiding,”
and “executive-temporary”—which resolves this tension and ensures

the central role of the clergy in realizing the New Islamic Civilization.
Keywords: New Islamic Civilization, Clergy, Governmental
Participation, Three- Layer Model, Leaders of the Islaic Revolution.
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