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Abstract

In the contemporary historical context—where modern Western
civilization seeks, increasingly, to consolidate its dominance over the
Islamic world—the nature and the means by which a new Islamic
civilization can be realized constitute among the fundamental issues
that Islamic thinkers must address with logical and realistic answers.
During his twenty-year presence in Lebanon, Imam Musa Sadr, the
leader of Shi‘a Muslims in that country, presented a successful model
of Islamic civilization in both thought and practice. This article analyzes
Imam Musa Sadr’s civilizational thinking through a descriptive—
analytical method and identifies the characteristics of his civilizational
ideas. These ©) meaning the
presence of Islam—juridically, ethically, and
intellectually—in the process of civilizational building; (b) humanity
and the preservation of human dignity as the criterion of civilizational
progress; (c) pluralism alongside unity, meaning the acceptance of
diverse ideas, sects, and denominations within society while
maintaining the principles of social cohesion; and (d) anti-imperialism,
meaning the rejection of the oppressive dominance of Western
civilization—and particularly of the Zionist regime—as both a product
and a symbol of Western civilization.

Keywords: Imam Musa Sadr, New Islamic Civilization, Civilization,
Islamic World.
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