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Abstract

In the contemporary era, modern media has emerged as a powerful tool
for identity representation and influencing public opinion. Turkey, as an
active player on the international stage, has strategically utilized this tool
in its foreign policy to attract global audiences. The remarkable growth of
Turkish media in recent years has raised questions about the objectives
and implications of this phenomenon for regional stability and security
(problem). One significant consequence of this trend is Turkey's efforts,
particularly by the Justice and Development Party (AKP), to promote
Neo-Ottomanism as a civilizational identity within its own governance
and among Muslim communities, especially those in the former Ottoman
territories. Neo-Ottomanism represents a political-ideological movement
aimed at reviving the Ottoman Empire's legacy and expanding Turkey’s
influence regionally and globally. This research seeks to address the
question of how Turkey’s media diplomacy functions in promoting Neo-
Ottomanism as an effective element in civilizational reproduction. It
hypothesizes that Turkish media diplomacy works through portraying
Turkey as the heir of the Ottoman Empire and emphasizing its historical
and civilizational achievements to promote Neo-Ottomanism on the
international stage. To examine this hypothesis, the study employs
qualitative content analysis as its methodology. This involves analyzing
the content of Turkish media, including news programs, films, and
television series (method). Data analysis has revealed a reciprocal
reinforcement between Turkey's media diplomacy and Neo-Ottoman
identity. Consequently, it can be concluded that the significant
relationship between these two variables has enabled Turkey to achieve
its defined objectives in media diplomacy successfully.

Keywords: Turkey, media diplomacy, Neo-Ottomanism, identity,
civilization.
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